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Postage stamps and related objects are miniature communication tools, and they tell a 
story about cultural and political identities and about artistic forms of identity 
expressions. They are part of the world’s material heritage, and part of history. Ever 
more of this postal heritage becomes available online, published by stamp collectors’ 
organizations, auction houses, commercial stamp shops, online catalogues, and 
individual collectors. Virtually collecting postage stamps and postal history has recently 
become a possibility. These working papers about Africa are examples of what can be 
done. But they are work-in-progress! Everyone who would like to contribute, by 
sending corrections, additions, and new area studies can do so by sending an email 
message to the APH editor: Ton Dietz (dietzaj@asc.leidenuniv.nl). You are welcome! 
 
Disclaimer: illustrations and some texts are copied from internet sources that are publicly available. All 
sources have been mentioned. If there are claims about the copy rights of these sources, please send an 
email to asc@asc.leidenuniv.nl, and, if requested, those illustrations will be removed from the next 
version of the working paper concerned.  
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An earlier version of this African Postal Heritage Paper was published as African Studies Centre 
Leiden Working Paper 119 / 2015: “A postal history of the First World War in Africa and its aftermath 
– German colonies; III Deutsch Ostafrika / German East Africa”, written by Ton Dietz.  
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´Link to Google Map of German Post Offices in Deutsch-Ostafrika´ 
http://www.stampcommunity.org/topic.asp?TOPIC_ID=15202 
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http://www.germanpostalhistory.com/inventory/thumbnails/78780t.jpg   
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“Germany 1908 Seepost East Africa DOA Cover Postdampfer Praesident Italy 10pf Stamp; Deutsche Seepost Ost-
Afrikanische Linie (DOAL) n / German East Africa Line Sea Mail card to Italy, franked with 10pf Germania stamp on 
Gruss vom Dampfer "Praesident". A bit worn, as per scans.” 
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0 “Bussard Shot Hippo PPC East Africa Deutsche Ostafrika DOA Feldpost Cover” (6/11/1909) 
 
 








African Postal Heritage; African Studies Centre Leiden; APH Paper 3, part II, Tanzania 1885-1920s ; Ton 






































African Postal Heritage; African Studies Centre Leiden; APH Paper 3, part II, Tanzania 1885-1920s ; Ton 





Mnyussi    
http://thumbs.ebaystatic.com/images/g/eEEAAOSwAuZX3FzB/s-l225.jpg 
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Sadani    
http://www.germanpostalhistory.com/php/ImageServer.php?image=78811.jpg  
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